
IMATIONLEGALAF FAIRS 651 704 5951 03/02 '0^T2:00 NO. 918 OA/12 

Appln.No. 10/047,373 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-7 (Canceled) 

Claim. 8 (Currently amended): A lapping station for magnetic tape comprising: 
a first lapping unit that laps a first set of magnetic tape strands; and 
a second lapping unit that simultaneously laps a second set of magnetic tape strands, 
wherein each of the first and second lapping units include at least one lapping film that moves in 
a_direction opposite motion of the first and s econd sets of magnetic tape strands respectively, and 
yyherein the first and second sets of magneti c tape strands comprise strands cut from a wide roll 
pjLmagnetfctape, 

Claim 9 (Original); The lapping station of claim 8, wherein the first lapping unit 

adjustably engages the first set of magnetic tape strands, and wherein the second lapping unit 
adjustably engages the second set of magnetic tape strands. 

Claim 1 0 (Original): The lapping station of claim 8, further comprising: 

a first wiping unit mat wipes the first set of magnetic tape strands; and 
a second wiping unit that simultaneously wipes the second set of magnetic tape strands. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently amended); AJappine station for magnetic tape comprising: 

a first lapping unit that laps a first set of magnetic tape strands: 

a second lapping unit that simultane ously laps a second set of magnetic tape Strang 

aJxst wining unit that wip es the first set nfma^^^ tape strand^ apd 
a second wiping, unjt that simultaneously wipes tbe second set o f magnetic tap e Strang, 



-2- 

PAGE 4112 * RCVD AT 3/2/2004 12:57:16 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRM!2 1 DNIS:872M06 * CSID:651 704 5951 * DURATION (mm-ss):0340 



IMATIONLEGALAF FAIRS 651 704 5951 



03/02 '04 12:00 NO. 918 05/12 



Appb.No. 10/047,373 

Th e lapping s tation o f olaim 10^ wherein each wiping unit includes a vacuum in fluid 
communication with a number of apertures to respectively draw the magnetic tape strands in the 
respective set of magnetic tape strands against a wiping material. 

Claim 12 (Original): The lapping station of claim 1 1, wherein the wiping material of 

each wiping unit moves over the apertures in a direction opposite the magnetic tape strands. 

Claim 1 3 (Currently amended): The lapping station of claim 1 0, wherein the first lapping 
unit adjustably engages the first set of magnetic tape strands, wherein the first wiping unit 
adjustably engages the first set of magnetic tape strands, wherein the second lapping unit 
adjustably engages th e second set of magnetic tape strands, and wherein the second set of wiping 
units adjustably engages the second set of magnetic tape strands. 

Claim 14 (Currently amended): The lapping station of claim 1 0, further comprising: 

a first number of lapping units that lap the first set of magnetic tape strands; and 

a second number of lapping units that simultaneously lap the second set of magneti c tape 
strands. 

Claim 1 5 (Currently amended): The lapping station of claim 144^, wherein at least one of 
the first number of lapping units lap top sides of the first set of magnetic tape strands and at least 
one of the first number of lapping units lap bottom sides of the first set of magnetic tape strands, 
and wherein at least one of the second number of lapping uni ts lap bottom sides of the second set 
of magnetic tape strands and at least one of the second number of lapping units lap bottom sides 
of the second set of magnetic tape strands a 

Claim 1 6 (Currently amended): The lapping station of claim 14, further comprising: 

a first number of wiping units that wipe the first set of magnetic tape strands; and 

a second number of wiping units that simultaneously wipe the second set of magnetic 
tape strands. 
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Claim 17 (Currently amended): A system comprising: 

a slitting station that cuts a wide magnetic tape into a number of individual narrow 
magnetic tape strands , wherein the slitting station separates the number of individual narrow 
magnetic tape strands into even num bered individual narrow magnetic tape strands and odd 
numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands : 

a lapping station that simultaneously laps the individual narrow magnetic tape strands, 
wherein the lapping station includes a first lapping unit that laps even numbered individual 
narrow magnetic tapejstrands and a second lapping unit that simultaneously laps odd numbered 
individual narrow magnetic tape strands, wherein each of the first and second lapping units 




include at least one lapping film that moves in a direc tion opposite motion of the number narrow 
magnetic tapejstrands : and 

a re-spooling station that spools the number of individual narrow magnetic tape strands. 



Claims 18-19 (Canceled) 

Claim 20 (Currently amended): The system of claim H±$, wherein the first lapping unit 
adjustably engages even numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands, and wherein the 
second lapping unit adjustably engages odd numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands. 

Claim 21 (Currently amended): The system of claim IZW. wherein the lapping station 
further includes: 

a first wiping unit that wipes even numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands; 

and 

a second wiping unit that simultaneously wipes odd numbered individual narrow 
magnetic tape strands. 

Claim 22 (Original): The system of claim 21, wherein the first lapping unit adjustably engages 
even numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands, wherein first wiping unit adjustably 
engages even numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands, wherein the second lapping 
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unit adjustably engages odd numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands, and wherein the 
second wiping unit adjustably engages odd numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands. 

Claim 23 (Currently amended): A system comprising: 

a sHtting starioathat cuts a wide magnetic tape into a number of individual narrow 

magnetic tape strands, wherein the slitting station separates the number of tort vidua) narrow 
magnetic tape strands into even numbered individual narrow magnetic tane strands and odd 
ATOterefl fa^vi4ual.narjow magnetic tape strands; 

a lapping station th at simultaneously laps the individual narrow magnetic tape strands. 
wherein the lapping station includes a first lapping unit that laps even numbered individual 
narrow magnetic tape gt^gjmdjjaefigpd lapping unit that simultaneously laps odd numbered 
indi vidual narrow magnetic tape strands: 

a first wiping: unitJh at wipes even numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands and 
a second wiping unit that simultaneously wipes odd numbered individual narrow magnetic tape 
sixsmgisJ T ho system of olaim 22, w herein each of the wiping units include a number of apertures 
that respectively draw the magnetic tape strands in the respective set of magnetic tape strands 
against wiping material; and 

a re-spooling station that spools the number of individual narrow magnetic tape strands. 
wherein the fjrstiapping unit adiustablv engages even numbered individual narrow magnetic tape 
strands, whe rein first wiping unit adiustablv engages even numbered individual narrow magnetic 
tape gtirads._wJ^emJkc second lapping unit adiustablv engages odd jj.umberj^JndMdual 
narrow magnetic tape strands, and wherein the second wiping unit adiustablv engages odd 
nuroher^_mdiyidua)jo^ 



Claim 24 (Original): The system of claim 1 7, wherein the rewind station includes a 

tension control unit to control tension in the number of individual narrow magnetic tape strands. 

Claim 25 (Currently amended): The system of claim H*$, wherein the rewind 

station includes a first tension control unit to independently control tension in each of the even 
numbered individual narrow magnetic tape strands and a second tension control unit to 
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independently control tension in each of the odd numbered individual narrow magnetic tape 
strands. 

Claim 26 (Original): The system of claim 25, wherein each of the first and second 

tension control units include magnetic clutch mechanisms. 

Claims 27-28 (Canceled) 
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